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CONVENTION  REPORT. 

We're  pleased  ( and  relieved)  to  tell  you  that  our  sixth  annual 
conclave  came  off  without  a  hitch,  and  that  everyone  seemed  to  have 
a  fine  time.  About  sixty-plus  members,  spouses  and  guests  came, 
talked  scales,  bought  scales,  sold  scales,  wined,  dined  and  slept  in 
between,  and,  all  in  all,  enjoyed  the  camaraderie  that  characterizes 
our  conventions.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  all  that  went  on,  we're 
enclosing  a  copy  of  the  convention  program.  What  it  doesn't 
describe  is  the  first-rate  job  done  by  the  convention  committee,  to 
whom  a  resounding  vote  of  thanks  is  due  --  Marty  Bronstein,  the 
chairman,  who  saw  it  all  through  from  beginning  to  end,  and  Bob 
Miller  and  Tod  Carley,  who  rendered  ready  assistance  at  every  turn. 
Without  them,  it  just  wouldn't  have  happened  the  way  it  did,  because 
--  regardless  of  the  size  of  the  turnout  --  the  logistics  are  quite 
complex  and  require  careful  planning  and  preparation. 

We  received  a  number  of  complimentary  letters  from  those  who  came, 
and  I'd  like  to  use  this  occasion  to  acknowledge  their  receipt  and 
express  my  appreciation  to  everyone  who  was  a  part  of  our  Chicago 
get-together.  And  particularly  to  our  resident  photographer,  Pat 
Miller,  and  our  estimable  speakers.  Tod  Carley,  Bill  Doniger  and 
Joel  Malter.  Next  year,  if  all  goes  well,  it  will  be  Paris  in  the 
spring,  so  keep  the  month  of  May  open  on  your  calendar  and  we'll 
have  more  definite  news  for  you  before  the  year  is  out. 


( over ) 


FOURTH  h STATE  FRIENDSHIP. 


From  time  to  time  we  enjoy  publicity  in  magazines  and 
newspapers,  and  no  one  has  written  more  about  ISASC  than  Anita  Gold, 
syndicated  antiques  columnist  for  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  other  U.S, 
newspapers.  Anita,  a  Chicagoan,  wrote  a  first-rate  article  this 
past  April  on  scale  collecting,  including  details  about  ISASC 
membership  and  mention  of  our  upcoming  convention.  We,  in  turn, 
invited  her  and  husband,  Cy ,  to  be  our  guests  at  our  convention  gala 
on  Saturday  night.  They  accepted  and  came,  giving  us  the 
opportunity  to  meet  Anita  personally  and  strengthen  the  ties  of 
friendship,  A  copy  of  her  article  is  herewith  reprinted. 
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Antiques 

Many  examples  tip  scales  for  collectors 


By  Anita  Gold 

SOME  miXECTORS  get  carried  away  by  what  they 
collect  Takf  antique  scale  collectors,  for  instance, 
whose  hobby  has  become  a  “weigh”  of  life.  There  are 
those  who  collect  only  a  particular  type  of  scale,  while 
others  pursue  every  type. 

The  rarest  scales  date  to  use  by  the  early  Egyptians, 
Greeks  and  Romans.  In  the  18th  Century,  scales  were 
used  to  weigh  gold  coins.  Other  scales,  used  in  the  Gold 
Rush  days,  were  assayer  types  used  by  miners  to  weigh 
their  nuggets. 

Decorative  examples  were  produced  by  Wedgw'ood, 
Tiffany  Studios  and  Gorham,  which  produced  sterling 
silver  scales.  Examples  also  can  be  found  in  copper, 
brass,  tin.  iron  and  various  alloys  that  often  were  used 
with  wood,  marble,  glass  or  porcelain,  depending  on  a 
sc3l6*s  cl6si5n. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  scales  [in  a  private  collec¬ 
tion]  is  English,  made  entirely  of  brass,  with  an  eagle 
perched  on  a  branch  holding  m  its  beak  the  weighing 
apparatus.  Although  such  a  scale  was  purely  a  decora¬ 
tive  piece,  most  were  functional  and  for  specific  uses. 

ONE  EXAMPLE,  with  a  tin  funnel-like  device  attach¬ 
ed,  was  made  for  weighing  chickens,  while  a  large  cast 
iron  one  was  made  exclusively  for  weighing  turkeys 
[turkey  scales  are  rare].  ,  ,  ,  ,  •  ,  j- 

A  scale  fashioned  entirely  of  whalebone,  includmg  its 
10-inch  balance  and  hooks,  was  sold  for  $300  at  a  1979 
Richard  A.  Bourne  auction.  You  can  write  the  firm  at 
P  0.  Box  141,  Hyannis  Port,  Mass.  02647,  to  get  on  its 
mailing  list  for  future  auctions,  which  sometimes  offer 
scales. 

Scales  were  made  to  weigh  just  about  everything, 
ranging  from  eggs  to  ice  [and,  dare  we  forget,  there 
even  was  a  feces  scale,  invented  by  R.J  0  Neill  of 
Astoria  N.Y.,  and  patented  on  March  30,  1922,  for 
medical  uses].  Egg  scales,  of  which  there  were  various 
patented  types,  were  designed  with  a  little  round  or  oval 
pan,  or  sometimes  a  depression  at  one  end,  in  which  an 
egg  was  placed  to  be  weighed  and  graded. 


Egg  scales  were  made  of  tin,  iron,  a  combination  of  tin 
and  iron,  and  even  aluminum.  One  aluminum  type  was 
the  Acme  Egg  Grading  Scale,  patented  in  1924  and 
produced  by  the  Speci^ty  Manufacturing  Co.  of  St  Paul. 

A  scale  for  weighing  ice  was  patented  by  T.T.  Fowler 
of  Washington,  D.C.,  on  July  24,  1866 

A.H.  BELL  of  Cedar  Falls,  la.,  patented  a  device 
equippted  with  bag  holders  on  Oct.  14,  1873.  Still  another 
scale,  known  as  a  pocket  or  “charm”  letter  scale,  was 
patent^  by  G.S.  Rice  of  New  York  City  on  June  21, 1870. 
Then,  too,  there  was  a  self-indicating  scale  patented  by 
J.G.  Dyer  of  Chicago  on  Mav  11,  1869,  and  suspending 
scale  pans  invented  by  R.  Murdoch  and  patented  on 
March  10,  1868.  , 

One  of  the  most  fascinating  scales  was  a  pitchfork  and 
scale  combination  patented  on  Mav  1,  1866,  and  manu¬ 
factured  by  Starrait  &  Masters  of  Boston.  The  pitchfork 
was  designed  with  a  built-in  spring-type  scale  with  a 
brass  plate  made  to  fit  the  contour  at  the  bottom  of  the 
wooden  handle  into  which  it  slid  up  and  down  a  couple  of 
inches.  When  in  use,  a  marked  indicator  on  the  scale 
could  weigh  anwhere  from  2  to  45  pounds  of  hay, 
depending  on  how  much  hay  was  manually  lifted  by  the 
pitchfork.  .  ,  ,  • 

T.S.  Carley,  a  Midwestern  scale  collector,  is  lucky 
enough  to  have  a  rare  pitchfork  scale  in  Ws  huge 
collection  [about  600  scales].  If  you  would  like  to  conUct 
him,  write  me,  Anita  Gold,  The  Chicago  Tribune,  435  N. 
Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill.  60611,  to  be  put  in  touch. 
You  may  also  write  me  to  contact  a  collector  who 
specializes  in  collecting  vintage  letter  and  parcel  scales^ 

Bob  Stein,  president  and  coiounder  of  the  International 
Society  of  Antique  Scale  Collectors  [ISASC]  founded  m 
1976,  invites  scale  collectors  and  interested  persons  to 
write  him  in  care  of  ISASC,  20  N.  Wacker  Dr.,  Suite  2000, 
Chicago,  Ill.  60606.  Enclose  $35  for  a  year’s  membership, 
which  includes  a  28-page  quarterly  publication— Equili¬ 
brium— and  other  materials.  The  sixth  annual  ISASC 
Convention  will  be  held  May  18-20  in  the  Palmer  House. 
It  will  include  a  symposium  and  auction,  a  swap-and- 
shop  session  and  displays.  For  more  information,  call 
372-7020. 
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OVERSEAS  SPECIAL  SERVICES. 

Not  that  we're  able  to  make  a  habit  ot  it,  but  this  past  April, 
when  the  Steins  visited  their  son,  Michael,  in  Israel,  it  seemed 
fitting  that  we  include  in  our  plans  an  attempt  to  say  hello  to  our 
two  Israeli  members,  and  while  at  it,  hand-deliver  their  April  EQM 
mailing.  Dutifully  we  carried  the  envelopes  in  our  luggage,  saw 
them  pass  through  customs  with  nothing  more  than  a  curious  stare 
(ISASC?),  and  upon  reaching  Jerusulem,  we  placed  a  call  to  Shraga 
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Lionel  and  Zena.  After  ceremoniously  delivering  EQM  and  related 
papers,  we  then  proceeded  to  spend  a  fascinating  two  hours  viewing 
the  Holland  collection  of  ancient  weights.  What  a  collection,  and 
what  a  scholar  Lionel  is!  We  were  enthralled,  and  left  with  great 
reluctance  and  only  after  extracting  a  promise  from  him  that  he 
would  write  at  least  one  article,  if  not  more,  for  EQM.  A  most 
enjoyable  sojourn. 


BADGE  OF  DISTINCTION. 

We've  long  felt  that  members  could  use 
of  identification,  to  wear  at  antique  shows 
for  scales,  when  attending  our  annual  concla 
times  and  places  that  would  enable  them  to  1 
ISASC.  The  chance  to  convert  the  idea  to  re 
received  a  promotional  mailing  from  a  Taiwan 
custom-designed  lapel  pins  at  very  nominal  p 
seemed  too  good  to  pass  up,  so  we  acted  on  i 
very  own  ISASC  badge  of  distinction.  We  hop 
hope  you'll  remember  to  wear  it  whenever  it 
redound  to  your  benefit  or  to  ISASC  s. 
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BEST  SELLER. 
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That's  what  Michael  Crawforth's  Handbook  of  Old  Weighing 
Instruments  has  become.  Our  original  printing  was  100  (more  than 
any  of  our  other  publications),  and  the  response  was  so  great  that 
we've  gone  back  on  press  and  printed  another  50.  That  seems  to  say 
it  all,  and  if  you  haven't  gotten  the  message  by  now,  we  can  only 
tell  you  it's  the  most  definitive  treatise  on  scales  available  in 
the  market.  If,  for  some  inexplicable  reason,  you  haven't  bought  a 
copy,  here's  your  second  chance.  The  price  is  a  paltry  $25  ($4 
additional  for  overseas  airmail),  and  we  suggest  prompt  remittance 
before  we  run  out  for  a  second  time.  To  make  it  easy,  use  the 
enclosed  order  card. 

AND  STILL  ANOTHER  OFFER. 

This  time,  it's  a  rather  unusual  booklet  titled,  "The  American 
Weigh",  a  sixty-page  compendium  of  penny-weighing  scales  from  the 
collection  of  Christopher  Steele,  recently  displayed  at  the  Taft 
Museum  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  booklet  includes  27  full-color 
photographs,  each  accompanied  by  dimensions,  manufacturer's  name, 
date  of  manufacture,  designer's  name  (if  known),  a nd  design  patent 
number.  Editorial  written  by  the  museum's  director  describes  the 
Steele  collection  in  its  entirety  and  provides  historical  highlights 

of  the  penny- we ig h i ng  scale  industry.  The  price  is  $12  ($2 
additional  for  overseas  airmail) ,  and  the  order  card  enclosed  will 

facilitate  things. 

AND  SO. . . 

that's  all  that  comes  to  mind  for  the  moment.  Membership 
stands  at  285,  and  one  of  these  days  we're  bound  to  hit  the  300 
mark.  All  is  well  with  ISASC. 


Fraternally , 


